
The following hypothetical case study illustrates personalised adjustments to teaching, learning and 
assessment for a student with disability, Leslie. 

Leslie is included in the general education science class. She is nonverbal and has a comprehension level of 
3rd grade. 

Student: Leslie Subject: Science Location: Science 
Lab 

Topic: Plant Microscope Lab 

Common Core State Standard: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-10.3: Follow precisely a complex multistep 
procedure when carrying out experiments, taking measurements, or performing technical tasks, attending 
to special cases or exceptions defined in the text.   

Standards Link to Lab: Leslie will follow the lab directions and utilize the various parts of the microscope 
to identify the specific characteristics of different plant slides. 

Lab Summary: Science lab partners will continue to become familiar with using the microscope.  Partners 
will follow the specific steps in the lab directions.  Partners will look at various slides and record specific 
details of what they see. 

IEP Goals: 1. Leslie will use an AAC device to participate in class activities with her peers.  2. Leslie will 
use and AAC device to request help. 3. Leslie will complete the steps of washing her hands with 3 or less 
verbal prompts.  4. Leslie will follow multi-step directions. 

Teacher-Directed Strategies Student-Directed Strategies Peer-Directed Strategies 

• Together the special and 
general education identify the 
standard that will be targeted 
during this particular lab and 
discuss how instruction will 
align with this standard. They 
discuss which IEP goals 
Leslie can work on during 
this lab. 

• The special education 
teacher will adapt the 
science lab directions and 
lab write-up to an accessible 
level for Leslie.  This includes 
adding picture symbols and 
formatting into a task-
analysis. 

• At the beginning of the 
lesson, the science teacher 
will discuss the standard and 
how it connects to the lab. 

• The general education 
teacher will remind students 
of safety procedures when 
using the microscope and will 
remind them to wash their 
hands at the beginning and 
the end of the lab. 

• The special education 
teacher will use the system 
of least prompts to assist 
Leslie while she works with 
the microscope. 

• Leslie will use her Dynavox 
(ACC) to: communicate and 
participate in the lab, tell a 
teacher, the special 
education teacher, or peer if 
she cannot see the slide, and 
ask for help when needing 
rather than waiting. 

• Leslie will monitor her 
progress on the lab 
completion by completing in 
the steps in the task-analysis 
that outline each procedure in 
the lab. 

• Devon who has worked with Leslie 
from the beginning of the year, will 
continue to be her lab partner. 

• Devon knows Leslie’s goals and 
specific strategies to work towards 
them. 

• Devon will model using the 
microscope and will provide her with 
immediate feedback when she 
completes specific steps. 

• Devon will redirect Leslie back to the 
task-analysis procedures when she 
becomes confused or unsure of how 
to proceed. 
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